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Mr Tameler’s 5th grade
class giggles as they shuffle
Ms. Center’s desk out through
the hallway and onto the playground. Other students grab
chairs and tables and meet
their fellow classmates outside where they assemble the
classroom. Ms. Center’s desk
sits on the left and her bookshelf on the right, with each
of the kids desks set up exactly
how they were inside the classroom. After lunch, Ms. Center
returns and Mr. Tameler’s kids
huddle together holding back
laughs as she walks into her
room, and to her horror, sees
all of her furniture removed.
Marching over to Mr. Tameler’s room she exclaimed,
“What did you do to my classroom!” Mr. Tameler tauntingly replied. “Oh it’s just out
there, look out the window!”
The kids erupt in laughter;
then help carry everything
back inside.
Even students who are
now graduating from the
high school can remember
the sweet memories from 2nd
grade, 3rd grade or art class
with Mr. or Mrs. Tameler. Sally Tameler, with her renowned
collection of giraffes that now
sit in their own display case in
the new elementary school,
alongside energetic 3rd grade
teacher and husband Mark
Tameler will both retire from
the Salida School District at
the conclusion of this school
year.
After both teaching for 27
years, the time seemed right to
move on from their teaching
careers. Sally Tameler began
teaching in Commerce City,

outside of Denver while Mark
Tameler found his interest in
teaching after shadowing in
Sally’s classroom. They both
graduated from CU Boulder.
“I met Sally who was teaching in Commerce City,” explained Mark Tameler. “I
started volunteering just to
see what teaching might be
like, in her classroom. I decided that sounded pretty interesting, and I decided that’s
what I wanted to do. A lot
of it had to do with meeting
Sally and kind of being influenced by what she was already
doing.”
After teaching at a few
other schools in the Denver
area, the pair made the move
to Salida with their toddler
aged son, Sam. Mark Tameler
worked at the middle school
at first, teaching 5th grade,
before transferring over to
Longfellow Elementary as a
3rd grade teacher, when at the
same time, Sally began teaching at the middle school.
“I’ve taught everything 3rd
through 7th, and 3rd grade, I
think is the best grade I ever
taught,” said Mark Tameler. “I
still enjoy it. The kids are still
silly and pretty innocent, and
they work really hard. They
pretty much do what you ask
them to do without a lot of
problems, and it’s a fun age.
They love to learn, and they
like to be at school.”
Sally Tameler moved over
to Longfellow shortly after
working at the middle school.
She taught 2nd grade for eight
years and then transitioned to
being the art teacher.

“This is my 6th year in art,”
recounted Sally Tameler. “It’s
just a busier day. When you’re
a regular classroom teacher
you can sit and do a reading
group or read aloud, and I’m
on my feet on the concrete all
the time where I have 10 minutes between classes. It’s just
busier and more physically active. It’s been fun. I like knowing all the kids in the school
and seeing the kindergarteners all the way through 4th
grade and how they progress.”
The relationships formed
with students are arguably
the most rewarding aspects
of teaching. When in the process of building the new elementary school, Sally Tameler
toured other schools across
the state to collect ideas for
the new design.
“Mrs. Lengerich, Mr. Estel, and I went down to visit
a school where we were just

Terry Clark, right, smiles for a picture next to his wife, left. Clark was the
Nutrition Service Manager at SHS, and he is retiring at the end of the year.

Every
morning,
the
schools’ kitchens are bustling
with cooks preparing food
for a district of over 1,000
students. The kitchen has become a well oiled machine,
but there is one vital person
behind all the food made for
us, Terry Clark.
Clark first joined the dis-

trict through groundskeeping
in 2013, which he found out
about through an advertisement in the paper.
“There was a lot of excitement when I got the
job because I was the only
groundskeeper, so they turned
all the schools over to me,”
Clark said.

peeking our heads into each
classroom, and when we sat
down with the principal, he
said one of their teachers said
that I was their former teacher. This had been years and
years and it was one of the
kids I had in my 3rd, 4th, 5th
grade combination, Jackie.
She was a teacher, and it was
just so fun to see one of your
kids as an adult and as a teacher.”
Leaving the profession after teaching for over 27 years
isn’t easy for any well loved
and appreciated teacher.
“Some of our friends are
the people we work with and
the people we hang out with,
but I’ll miss the kids for sure,”
said Mark Tameler. “I have a
great class this year, and I’m so
fortunate that this is a super
fun class. I’ll end with some
good memories. But I’ll miss
the people we have worked
with over the years that aren’t
even there anymore that we
made good friendships with.”
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The pair is planning on
sticking around Salida, at least
for now, and keeping a house
for their son Sam to come back
to after college if he ever needs
it. They hope to do some traveling around the country and
get out of town for a month or
two during Salida’s renowned
windy spring season.
Sally and Mark Tameler
will be missed by their coworkers and the Longfellow
community and have been
positive influences in many
students’ lives over the years
they have been teaching in the
district.
“Just laughing and trying
to make things fun is what
you have to do because you’re
working with kids,” said Mark
Tameler. “I think I’ve changed
a lot in that way. You start
off teaching, and you think
you’re going to do things a
certain way and kids definitely change you over time for
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TAMELERS: Sally and Mark Tameler smile for a photo. The Tamelers are retiring at the end
of the year after 27 years of teaching.
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Because of this, he was able
to form his own schedule. He
maintained the high school
on Monday, the middle
school on Wednesday, and the
elementary school on Friday,
eventually picking up the Early Childhood Center as well.
After a few years of
groundskeeping, Clark saw
another advertisement in the
newspaper for someone to
take over as the Nutrition Service Manager for the district.
“It gets harder to do
groundskeeping as you get
older, so I thought, ‘Why
don’t I try to get this job?’,” he
said.
Before Clark moved to
Salida, he and his wife owned
two restaurants in Trinidad
and Pueblo, and that experi-

ence helped him step up into
the position.
“When you own restaurants you obviously like to
feed people, but there’s so
many regulations that it kinda
takes the joy out of it,” Clark
explained.
All the food our schools
serve is regulated by the US
Department of Agriculture
(USDA), through the Colorado Department of Education (CDE). They carefully
regulate the amount of fruits,
vegetables, wheats, grain, etc…
that goes into every meal,
which all has to be accounted
for by Clark.
“When I first started this
job, I thought I was going to
be a cook, but it turns out, I
spend a lot of my time on the
computer doing inventory.”
Clark is in charge of keeping track of production re-
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cords, food components, and
applications. He also works
with CDE to figure out how
much to charge for lunch the
next year. CDE sends out a
formula each year called AID
Lunch Equity, which uses the
number of kids fed the year
before divided by the school’s
price, to tell him what the
school needs to charge for
lunch the following year.
After working his whole
life, Clark is excited to retire,
“Most of my life’s been spent
on this side of the Mississippi,
so I’d like to go East,” Clark
said.
He plans to sell his house
and travel the United States
in a camper with his wife and
two dogs. He is looking forward to seeing the lakes in
Maine and Key West in Florida.

