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The holiday
upon us, here at Salida High

season is

School, we love to give. The
SHS Student Council has
partnered with Baba’s Magical
Christmas to give members of
our community a truly unfor-
gettable Christmas.

The program was founded
in 2008 by Shannon Nelson.
Starting off small with only
five to six families, the pro-
gram has grown to serve over
90 kids. Children and families

are recommended by Long-
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COMMUNITY: P1cturcd above students involved in Eco Club hold the day’s gathering of

plastic silverware in an effort to fight for reusable silverware. From left to right: Sophomore,
Riley Tomkiewicz, Freshmen, Shae Merchant and Reese Daugherty, Club Sponsor, Lara Fis-
chlein, Sophomore, Grace McFarland and Senior Myka Daugherty. To the left stands Tristan
Borders, Freshman, poses with his bullet journal during Janine Frazees Bullet Journaling Club.

SHS and Baba’s Magical Christmas

fellow Elementary, Salida
Middle School, Salida High
School, Horizons Explorato-
ry Academy, Family Youth
Initiatives and Boys and Girls
Club.

“The most rewarding part
of the program is that the
school and agency staff tell us
that it matters to the kids and
families. Along with gifts we
also provide clothing, shoes,
grocery store gift cards and
household items. We want
the kids and families to have

GIFTS Semor Kalden Veach presents a Giant Shark he
wrapped and will be giving away as part of SHS Student
Council’s partnership with Baba’s Magical Christmas.

Story by Scarlett Campbell

quality items that they want
and need,” Nelson explained.
The Student Council de-
cided to partner with Baba’s
Magical Christmas after hear-
ing about it through Principal
Trujillo. Student Council Ad-
visor, Catelin Miles added, “I
feel that it’s very important to
give back and be philanthrop-
ic during the holiday season.”
This students
fundraised over six thousand
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dollars to put towards this
program. With Nelson’s list in
their hands, students shopped
extensively for these children
gathering what they both
needed and wanted. From
clothes, to shoes, to toys, and
even other items such as blan-
kets and hygiene products;
students worked to make sure
that kids within our commu-
nity can have a memorable
Christmas. Nelson added,
“Our goal is to help families
and kids who are in difficult
situations have a very spe-
cial Christmas. We all have
challenging times at different
points in our lives and I see
this as a ‘pay it forward’ kind

CHRISTMAS CHEER: Shannon Nelson holds a stocking
filled with gifts to be given through the Baba’s Magical Christ-

mas program. Nelson started the program in 2008, and it’s

named after her mother.

of program.” The program was
named after Nelson’s mom
who was named “Baba” by her
daughter. “When I was a kid,
my mom would have us [her
family] adopt a family every
year at Christmas. So when
she died I wanted to honor
her legacy”

When reflecting on the
experience, Student Council
member Amy Adams said,

“Doing all of the shopping for

these kids was so gratifying
and it was so fun to be cre-
ative and channel our [inner]
kid and figure out what to get
everybody.”

Student Council spent this
past week wrapping thand is
in the process of delivering

them. “It feels good to give,”
Adams said.



